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Vancouver	  is	  ground	  zero	  for	  
runaway	  campaign	  spending	  



NSV	  ran	  candidates	  in	  2011	  elecJon	  



NSV	  candidates	  ran	  in	  the	  2011	  
elecJon	  



NSV:	  $40,441	  
Sandy	  Garossino:	  $38,679	  

2011	  examples	  show	  that	  a	  campaign	  can	  be	  run	  
on	  $40,000	  (temp	  office,	  signs,	  website,	  etc.)	  



City	  Councillor	  results	  (10	  seats)	  2011	  

Candidates receiving 10,000 votes or more 



Total	  spending	  by	  parJes	  and	  
independents	  in	  2011	  (Vancouver)	  
NPA  $3,160,002.12  
Vision  $2,239,475.57  
COPE  $360,969.93  
GREEN  $24,331.57  
NSV  $40,441.66  
Sandy Garossino  $38,679.23  
Others  $41,689.43  

Total  $5,905,589.51  



Who	  sets	  the	  rules?	  

Concern:	  “Allowing	  Vancouver”	  to	  make	  changes	  
might	  default	  to	  the	  Council	  majority	  

Council	  majority	  (7	  out	  of	  10	  Councillors	  from	  one	  
party,	  mayor	  belongs	  to	  same	  party)	  

BC	  Legislature	  should	  set	  the	  rules	  for	  campaign	  
finance	  reform	  

Consider	  rules	  for	  ciJes	  with	  populaJon	  >	  100,000	  



Vision	  (7/10)	  
seats	  received	  
413,879	  votes	  
34.36%	  

All	  others	  
received	  790,594	  
votes	  

at	  large	  system	  is	  
not	  
representaJve	  

2011	  results	  



2011	  ElecJon	  Results,	  low	  voter	  
turnout	  

34.75	  %	  Voter	  turnout	  (Council	  votes)	  

	  	  of	  counted	  votes,	  Council	  majority	  (Vision)	  
received:	  

34.36	  %	  of	  Council	  votes	  cast	  (Vision)	  

Issue:	  Should	  Council	  majority	  be	  responsible	  for	  
seang	  campaign	  finance	  rules?	  No.	  	  



2014	  ElecJon	  

NSV	  decided	  against	  running	  candidates	  in	  
2014	  elecJon	  (big	  money	  was	  a	  factor),	  
voluntarily	  refuses	  to	  take	  corporate	  
donaJons	  

No	  finance	  reform	  in	  Bill	  20	  &	  Bill	  21	  (May	  
2014)	  



2014	  Campaign	  contribuJons	  
Voluntary	  release	  
Vision	  Vancouver:	  $2.25	  million	  

NPA:	  $1.9	  million	  

Green:	  $54,933	  

COPE:	  $60,114	  

One	  City:	  $46,415	  

Note:	  only	  NSV	  and	  Green	  Party	  released	  donors	  list	  prior	  to	  the	  2011	  elecJon	  

Reform	  needed:	  release	  donors	  list,	  amounts	  per	  
donor	  2	  weeks	  &	  3	  days	  before	  elecJon	  date	  



Cap	  Campaign	  Budgets	  

•  Maximum	  $200,000	  that	  can	  be	  spent	  by	  any	  
Elector	  OrganizaJon	  	  (combined	  total,	  
including	  all	  individual	  campaigns)	  	  

•  Real	  spending	  limits	  

•  Limit	  amount	  that	  can	  carried	  over	  from	  one	  
year	  to	  the	  next	  to	  $25,000	  (limit	  “war	  chest”)	  



Canadian	  examples	  

•  Toronto	  $2,500	  limit	  (mayor),	  $750	  Councillor	  
•  Winnipeg	  $750	  

•  Calgary	  $5,000	  
•  Montreal:	  $300	  

Campaign	  finance	  reform	  mandatory	  for	  free	  
and	  fair	  elecJons	  



Adapt	  Toronto	  model	  

•  $2,500	  donaJon	  limit	  (maximum	  to	  consider)	  
per	  donor	  to	  an	  independent	  candidate	  or	  to	  
an	  Elector	  OrganizaJon	  	  (total	  for	  all	  
candidates	  and	  EO)	  

•  DonaJons	  only	  from	  individuals	  (no	  
corporaJons	  or	  unions)	  

•  ConJnuous	  reporJng	  in	  off	  years	  for	  elecJons	  
(for	  EOs)	  



Adapt	  Toronto	  model	  

•  Strict	  rules	  on	  in-‐kind	  donaJons	  and	  
accounJng	  

•  Consider	  deductable	  donaJons,	  issue	  income	  
tax	  receipts	  

•  Limit	  $5,000	  in	  total	  donaJons	  per	  individual	  
(to	  all	  EOs	  and	  independent	  candidates)	  



AddiJonal	  changes	  –	  Term	  limits	  

•  Term	  limits	  (ciJes	  >	  100,000	  populaJon)	  
•  3	  terms	  maximum	  (for	  4	  year	  terms),	  or	  4	  
terms	  @	  3	  year	  term	  

•  Term	  limit	  for	  poliJcians	  holding	  office	  at	  a	  
given	  level	  (such	  as	  Councillor	  or	  Park	  Board	  
Commissioner)	  



TransiJoning	  to	  new	  system	  

•  Make	  the	  changes	  as	  soon	  as	  possible	  (2015)	  
•  Hit	  the	  ‘reset	  buCon’	  and	  allow	  EOs	  to	  carry	  
over	  a	  maximum	  of	  $25,000	  aoer	  date	  that	  
the	  changes	  come	  into	  effect	  

•  Some	  of	  the	  exisJng	  parJes	  have	  spent	  
millions	  over	  the	  years	  on	  extensive	  mailing	  
lists,	  contacts	  (need	  help	  level	  the	  playing	  
field)	  



Other	  changes	  to	  consider	  

•  Change	  at-‐large	  system	  to	  ½	  Ward	  and	  ½	  
ProporJonal	  RepresentaJon	  (in	  Vancouver)	  

•  Bring	  back	  the	  3	  year	  term	  

•  or	  have	  an	  alternaJng	  model	  (elect	  half	  of	  
Council	  every	  two	  years	  in	  Vancouver)	  



CriJcal	  changes	  

•  Capping	  donaJons	  
•  LimiJng	  donaJons	  only	  to	  individuals	  

•  Spending	  limits	  
•  Release	  donors	  list	  prior	  to	  elecJon	  
•  Cap	  Third	  Party	  Sponsors	  as	  well,	  
impose	  more	  restricJve	  limits	  for	  
elecJons	  (not	  assent	  campaigns)	  



Developers,	  other	  CorporaJons	  
and	  Unions	  

•  Many	  large	  real	  estate	  companies	  are	  
donaJng	  to	  Vision	  Vancouver’s	  2014	  campaign	  

•  Spot	  zoning	  (City	  has	  power	  to	  change	  zoning:	  
height,	  density	  and	  use)	  

•  Too	  much	  money	  

•  LegiJmacy	  of	  elected	  officials,	  administraJon	  
open	  to	  quesJon	  and	  criJcism	  

•  Track	  record	  (every	  rezoning	  approved	  at	  
Public	  Hearing	  this	  last	  term)	  



Large	  donaJons	  in	  2014	  

•  $100,000	  donaJon	  by	  an	  individual	  to	  Vision	  
Vancouver	  

•  $152,000	  union	  donaJon	  to	  Vision	  
•  Three	  $75,000	  corporate	  donaJons	  (3	  
separate	  companies)	  to	  Vision	  

•  $360,000	  corporate	  donaJon	  to	  the	  NPA	  
•  $25,000	  individual	  donaJon	  to	  the	  NPA	  

•  A	  cap	  is	  essenJal	  



NSV	  Supports	  5	  points	  in	  peJJon	  

PeJJon	  for	  Municipal	  ElecJon	  Campaign	  Finance	  Reform	  

We,	  the	  undersigned	  residents	  and	  voters	  of	  BriJsh	  Columbia,	  peJJon	  the	  
Government	  of	  BriJsh	  Columbia	  to	  help	  combat	  actual	  and	  potenJal	  
conflicts	  of	  interest	  in	  civic	  governance	  by	  acJng	  promptly	  to:	  

•  1.	  prohibit	  donaJons	  to	  municipal	  poliJcal	  parJes	  or	  candidates	  from	  
corporaJons	  and	  unions;	  

•  2.	  permit	  only	  Canadian	  ciJzens	  or	  permanent	  residents	  to	  contribute;	  
•  3.	  place	  appropriate	  limits	  on	  personal	  donaJons	  and	  require	  conJnuous	  

and	  transparent	  disclosure	  of	  	  donaJons	  above	  a	  modest	  threshold;	  
•  4.	  place	  appropriate	  limits	  on	  campaign	  spending;	  and	  
•  5.	  establish	  clear	  and	  enforceable	  regulaJons	  to	  prevent	  funneling	  of	  

donaJons	  through	  third	  parJes	  or	  other	  circumvenJons	  of	  these	  reforms.	  

Full	  details	  under	  hCp://cityhallwatch.ca/peJJon	  



The	  peJJon	  has	  been	  endorsed	  by:	  

•  COPE	  (CoaliJon	  of	  Progressive	  Electors)	  

•  Green	  Party	  of	  Vancouver	  

•  NSV	  

•  Sandy	  Garossino	  (signed	  peJJon)	  

•  Ian	  Gregson	  (De-‐Growth	  Vancouver)	  



Five	  points	  

•  � 	  1.	  prohibit	  donaJons	  to	  municipal	  poliJcal	  
parJes	  or	  candidates	  from	  corporaJons	  and	  
unions;	  



Five	  points	  

•  � 	  �2.	  permit	  only	  Canadian	  ciJzens	  or	  
permanent	  residents	  to	  contribute;	  



Five	  points	  

•  	  3.	  place	  appropriate	  limits	  on	  personal	  
donaJons	  and	  require	  conJnuous	  and	  
transparent	  disclosure	  of	  	  donaJons	  above	  a	  
modest	  threshold;	  



Five	  points	  

•  �4.	  place	  appropriate	  limits	  on	  campaign	  
spending;	  



Five	  points	  

•  � 	  �5.	  establish	  clear	  and	  enforceable	  regulaJons	  
to	  prevent	  funneling	  of	  donaJons	  through	  
third	  parJes	  or	  other	  circumvenJons	  of	  these	  
reforms.	  
	  [note:	  Includes	  in-‐kind	  dona)ons,	  monitoring]	  


